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GENERAL CONFERENCE
INFORMATION
Transportation. Some information on air travel
appeared in the February 25 issue of the Evangelical
Visitor. Additional information follows.
A special 30-day bus rate will be available for $175. The
ticket allows the holder to travel anywhere in the U.S. and
Canada for 30 days with unlimited stop-over privileges.
This provides ample time from anywhere in Canada and
the U.S. before and after General Conference.
According to Henry Hostetter, group rates for air travel
in the U.S. cost more than the special bicentennial fare
mentioned in the last report. He is continuing to look into
this. There is a possibility that attractive Amtrak (train)
rates may be available, and Henry Hostetter will report
later on that also.
Bishop Roy V. Sider, also a member of the Transportation Committee, reports that group travel by air for 10
persons or more will be around $256 from Toronto to
Ontario, California. The Excursion Fare from either
Toronto or Buffalo to Ontario is $272. The traveller must
be in California a minimum of 7 days. For full details on
both, contact Bishop Sider.
To avoid disappointment, all reservations on public
carriers should be made early.
General Conference Membership. Please read carefully
paragraphs (a) and (b) at the top of page 20 of the 1974
General Conference Minutes. You will note that General
Conference "membership" has been increased, while
"voting privileges" have been reduced. Also notice under
" A C T I O N " that the Bylaws have been waived for one
Biennium with the intent of having all the provisions in
paragraphs (a) and (b) in effect for the General Conference of 1976.
Notice to Boards, Committees, Agencies. No board,
committee, or agency will be assigned a regular meeting
place before, during, or after General Conference. However, rooms are available upon request. Contact the Convention Director, specifying date, hours of meeting, and
the number of persons in the group.
Requests for exhibit space should also be directed to the
Convention Director. Indicate the amount of table footage needed, whether the table will need to be along a wall,
and whether electricity will be needed.
Registration Forms. All persons attending General
Conference should pre-register for lodging, meals, and
transportation needs. The proper form was in the February 25 Visitor. You can get additional forms from your
pastor or the Convention Director, Paul Hostetler,
Grantham, PA 17027. Phone (717) 766-2621.
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From the Editor
We take the opportunity, in this issue, which includes
the M C C Report, to emphasize that side of our Christian
life and witness reflected by M C C .
In some respects much of this does not make inspirational reading. The images which rise before our eyes are
not pleasant ones. The beggars lie just outside our door.
We become fed up with all this talk about famine. We are
sick of hearing about disease and suffering. We dislike
being disturbed.
to page three
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Editorial
I Thank God for MCC
w HEN I read the Gospels and realize that Jesus' call to
follow leads the church and His disciples to a ministry to
the hungry and the homeless and the sick, I thank God
that He has raised up an organization that helps me and
my church carry out this part of the teachings of Christ.
When I read in the papers and see on television the
devastation left by an earthquake or hurricane or war and
my compassion urges me to do something to minister, I
am thankful that this emotion can find expression in action
through MCC. The peril of becoming insensitive and
calloused through inaction is lessened because I do have a
means of response. I thank God for MCC!
When I am tempted to spiritualize my Christian faith
and separate the ministry to people in terms of soul and
body, when like the Levite and the priest in Jesus'
memorable parable I become too busy with religious
duties to minister to the bruised and heathen, then I thank
God for MCC and for reminding me of the biblical teaching of the indivisibility of man and the wholeness of the
gospel.
When I live in comfort in my air-conditioned office and
spend time deciding which suit I should wear today, when
my trouble is too much food rather than too little, I thank
God for MCC and for keeping before me the picture of
Lazarus and Dives and for the subtle suggestion of whom 1
most closely resemble. Like pain, MCC is a blessing in disguise, for when it hurts it is usually the truth. Even for this
I thank God!
When some things need to be said that run counter to
society's values and even counter to the position held by
some Christians, when our dependence upon military
strength is contrasted with our claim of faith in God and
people become the pawns in the struggle for power, I thank
God for MCC. It is so easy for the church to evade the
sensitive aspects of the gospel and emphasize those which
are widely held and without controversy. We need the
prophetic voice within the church which MCC provides.
Even when I do not agree, I thank God for MCC.
When heart-touching appeals for support come to my
desk or plead with me from the pages of a magazine I
thank God for MCC. I have confidence that the financial
aid I wish to share will, in the hands of MCC, be used with
wisdom and Christian perspective — in the name of
Christ.
In a day when national barriers seem to be rising higher
and higher and the missionary is regarded at times with
some suspicion, I thank God that we are identified with an
organization that has had some success in breaking these
national barriers and reflecting the fact that the Christian
church is above culture and national identity and that as
Christians our love is extended even to the enemy.
When the usual response to a need is the writing of a
check or the passing of a resolution, I thank God for MCC
and its emphasis upon personal involvement with people in
need. The sun never sets on the ministry and ministers of
MCC. Worldwide needs have been responded to by a
worldwide ministry of love and caring and Christian motivation. Not only can I be present with my gifts but also in
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the hearts and hands of Christians who minister in both
my name and the name of Christ.
I thank God for MCC. May God bless its ministry,
sustain its ministers, and safeguard its Christian motivation.
Z

F R O M THE EDITOR
from page two

It is part of our Christian duty to be informed and to be
moved and to respond. Such is the purpose of these articles
and of MCC.
Those who attended the 1974 General Conference will
recall that Dr. Frank Peters brought greetings to the Conference. He had just prior to the conference served as a resource person at a retreat for our church administrators.
He is a man of many gifts, with an evangelical message.
What he has to say is important to hear.
We have included a report on the annual meeting of
MCC held in January. Vietnam is still with us. Now there
is Angola and Guatemala and Lebanon. I am reminded of
Jesus' Words to the disciples when they sought to
philosophize about the reason for the blind man's condition, Jesus replied, "But that the works of God might be
made manifest in him, we must work the works of him
who sent me while it is day" (punctuation mine).
These problems and tragedies are opportunities to make
manifest the works of God — in the name of Christ.
There are some people who, whenever they write, have
something to say. Katie Funk Wiebe is such a person. I
commend her article on commitment to all — young and
old. She has stated something that needs to be stated and
has stated it well. Encourage others to read it.

Bicentennial Study Guide
The Congregational Peace Education Program
(MCC) has released a 32-page study guide entitled
Bicentennial Studies for the Church which explores
the themes of God, the church, prayer and evangelism in relationship to the United States bicentennial.
B i b l e e x p o s i t i o n , s t u d y q u e s t i o n s and a
bibliography are included to increase the guide's usefulness as a resource for personal or group study or
preaching.
Copies of the guide are available free from
Congregational Peace Education Program, 21 South
12th Street, Akron, PA 17501.
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Are you fed up with famine?
L.

LI

IL
Frank C. Peters
F R E Q U E N T exposure to a problem
o f t e n b r i n g s a b o u t an a c c o m modation which finally makes people
immune to the challenge of that problem area. The constant bombardment
we receive from the media concerning
world famine, coupled with recurring
pleas from the pulpit for relief funds,
have already calloused some Christians against thinking seriously about
this global problem.
My wife and I have returned from a
nine-month tour of mission fields and
relief projects. The sheer shock has not
yet worn off and I feel I must write on
the subject if for no other reason than
to put my feelings on record for my
own consideration.

The Dimensions
of the Problem
A new set of world economic conditions now prevails. Throughout most
of the period since World War II, the
world food economy has been plagued
by chronic excess capacity, surplus
stocks and low prices. But a new day
dawned with the '70's. We have moved
into an era of scarcity and higher
prices. Short-term fluctuations and
t e m p o r a r y surpluses should not
obscure the fact that new long-term
forces are at work in global dimensions.
Most writers of the past, in seeking
the cause of the world food problem,
have looked to population growth as
the basic reason for shortages. Since
the time of Malthus, the food problem has been viewed as a food/population problem. However, a new
dimension is now being introduced.
The rising affluence in certain parts of
the world has emerged as another
major claimant on the world's foodproducing resources.
A number of factors have begun to
affect our efforts to augment the required increase in world food output.

The author is president of Wilfrid Laurier University. Waterloo, Ontario, and moderator of
the Conference
of Mennonite
Brethren
Churches in Canada.

Most croplands in the world are
already under cultivation. Additional
croplands for expanding the cultivated areas still exist but they are
mainly in the interior of Latin
America and parts of sub-Saharan
Africa. But the cost of making this
land tillable is so high that the food
produced there would be out of the
reach of most of the consumers.
Another constraint on efforts to
expand the food supply during this
century is the available water supply.
In many regions of the world, fertile
land is available provided that water
can be found to make it productive.
Food production also requires a
substantial increase in energy which
has recently quadrupled in price on the
world market. It seems obvious that
this factor will affect future food
production prospects adversely.
Finally, the ecological undermining
of major food-producing systems is
beginning to have adverse effects on
the prospects for increasing the world
food supply. One obvious system involves the ocean. Until recently the
oceans were viewed as an almost limitless source of protein, but the outlook
has changed in the last few years.
From 1950 to 1970, the world fish
catch climbed steadily, more than
tripling over this period. Since then
the catch has declined for three consecutive years. Many marine biologists feel that the global catch of fish
has reached the maximum sustainable level.

The postwar upsurge in human
numbers has been called an explosion,
a phenomenon which is undoubtedly
the most ominous feature of the
human family. Such an increase in
numbers is unprecedented in human
history, yet most Christians still seem
to be unaware of the dimensions and
the true nature of the crisis.
Why do we have this great population tide? The present population is
not the outcome of any fertility rampage. On the contrary, the fertility
rate, defined by the number of births
per year to 1,000 women, has been
declining almost everywhere. However, the death rate has been descending even more drastically, resulting in
large gains in net growth. The rapid
gains are predominantly due to reduced infant mortality. Few people
realize that among the 2.5 billion who
constitute the Hungry World (HW),
more than half are below 18 years of
age. The HW currently counts around
one billion children, 650 million of
whom will never reach adulthood. To
these children life is nothing more than
a Vigil of Death.
As infant mortality drops, more
female youngsters reach the childbearing age. Because the age brackets
in developing countries are tilted toward the young, there are more prospective mothers per 1,000 of the population. Thus, paradoxically, the birth
rate continues to climb despite a
declining fertility rate.

The Population

From the beginning of agriculture
until quite recently, nearly all of the
growth in demand for food stemmed
from population growth. Most people
except the select few lived at subsistence levels.
Our present generation has
witnessed a drastic rise in individual
consumption. This rise in consumption has become a significant variable
in the food equation. Recent reports
note that the failure of analysts to
anticipate the emergence of rising

Explosion

Human population amounted to
only a quarter-billion at the beginning
of the Christian era. It took sixteen
centuries to double this number, the
first billion being reached as late as
1820. The second billion was reached
only 110 years later (1930). Then came
the awesome acceleration; in 1960,
only 30 years later, the third billion
had been added. Unbelievably, mankind is now in the unprecedented
situation of adding almost another
billion during the single decade of the
seventies.

The Rise of Affluence

to page ten
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Christian love and faith transform

PROBLEMS into OPPORTUNITIES
MCC Annual Meeting
R E S P O N S E to victims of war and
political tensions will help shape Mennonite Central Committee ministries
in 1976, the 34-member board decided in their annual meeting in Lancaster, Pa., January 22-24.
A major action approved shipment
of $1,000,000 worth of material aid to
people suffering from the effects of
war in Vietnam. About half of the
amount will be donated items such as
canned meat, milk powder, cloth, soap
and medicines; the remaining funds
will be used to purchase and send
seeds, rototillers, school supplies,
equipment for public health education and medicines for treatment of
venereal disease and psychiatric illness to institutions selected by MCC
and to Vietnam Red Cross.
The committee also encouraged
further exploration of ways to aid
refugees in Angola and Lebanon.
The one-year Vietnam expenditure,
representing slightly less than 10 percent of the projected material aid and
cash expenditures for 1976, received
unanimous support after discussion
lifted up reasons for special aid at this
time and clarified that none of the aid
would be in the form of cash handed
directly to the Vietnamese government.
Dan Zehr and Robert Miller, two of
the four MCC delegates who visited
Vietnam in November, noted the tremendous scars that more than 30
years of war have left on the Vietnamese people's land, schools, hospitals, and physical and emotional
health.
"But isn't our aid out of proportion
to need in the world? Why should we
send so much to Vietnam when they're
not even on the United Nations most
needy list?" one member queried.
"The U.N. list includes only U.N.
members," responded a Peace Section member who serves as an Asia
specialist in the Methodist office at the
United Nations. The two Vietnams
would probably be on the list but when
they applied for membership in the
U.N. it was vetoed by the United
States."
Dan Zehr, MCC Canada executive
secretary, later pointed out that $1
million was only a fraction of the
March 10, 1976

amount Mennonites contributed to
destruction in Vietnam through payment of war taxes.
Though early reports indicated that
most MCC aid is given to capitalistic
countries friendly to United States
and Canada, one member cautioned
that "some of our constituents feel
MCC tries to favor left-leaning
governments."
"Our Lord admonished us to do
good to all people," another reflected.
"It's crucial what we say to Vietnam at this time," urged Earl Martin,
volunteer who returned from Vietnam in August. "It is not important
how much we give — it will be small
compared to the need. Our witness is
that we are doing this because we are
charged by the love of Jesus Christ."
A new procedure for setting 1976
goals and priorities, emerging from
the MCC Self-Study completed in
1974, placed more responsibility on
field personnel in program planning
and freed MCC members to raise
basic questions and deal with overarching policy decisions at the meeting. Members questioned staff and
made suggestions about such policies
as when to expand and contract in certain program or geographic areas,
what factors are important in deciding when personnel or material aid
will or will not be sent to a country,
and what responsibility MCC has for
training and support of national coworkers.
Special time was alloted to introduce policy issues surrounding
MCC involvement in situations of
social injustice and for more lengthy
discussion of how MCC should follow
through on its decision to send aid to
Vietnam if the United States Government should again decide to prohibit
such shipments under the Trading with
Enemy Act.
The Committee reiterated their
basic commitment " t o obey God
rather than man" but decided that
since it is not likely that the U.S.
Government will prohibit MCC shipments to Vietnam in 1976, they would
table the decision until a specific need
would arise. If a situation that calls for
a choice between obedience to God
and obedience to government does
occur, members felt they should be

brought together in special sessions
rather than relegating the decision to
staff and the executive committee.
Approval of the $9 million 1976
cash budget, calling for a 17 percent
increase in contributions over last
year, indicated continuing support for
implementation of the 1974 Hillsboro
Resolution on the World Food Crisis.
A significant decision was acceptance
of the MCC (Canada) Food Bank proposal which provides Canadian
farmers the chance to allocate grain
for reserve storage until emergencies
arise.
"It's like fixing the roof when it's
not raining," explained John Wieler,
MCC (Canada) staff person who presented the item.
In spite of the fact that the plan is
vulnerable at a number of points —
there is the chance that the availability of the resource could distract
from production in developing countries, the concern whether an adequate
delivery system could be set up for
large amounts of food, the fear that
the plan might distract from other
ways of giving for developing work—
Edgar Stoesz, food and rural development director for MCC said he would
rather "be for it than against it."
The plan, which involves significant
funding by the Canadian International Development Agency, anticipates a reserve of 2,000,000 bushels
at the end of five years.
The committee approved appointment of a new staff person to serve in
identification and preparation of agricultural and development workers.
Staff reported completion of a new
MCC film "Give Us Daily Bread"
written by Maynard Shelly and produced by Burton and Mary Buller and
the More with Less Cookbook by
Doris Longacre, both to be released in
early April.
Following last year's bylaw change,
members chose nine instead of eight
persons to represent them on the
executive committee which meets five
times a year to direct staff. Newton
Gingerich replaces Elmer Neufeld as
vice-chairman of the executive committee. Continuing members are
Ernest Bennett, chairman; Roy Sider,
secretary; Elmer Neufeld, Atlee
Beechey and H. H. Dick.
5

What If They Sent
a Missionary to Us
Because We're Rich?
Doris Longacre

A s C H U R C H E S of the United
States and Canada, we send people to
other areas of the world to help the
poor. What if our sister churches in
poorer countries sent missionaries or
service workers to help us with the
problem of wealth?
To be poor means you have a problem, at least if you are poor enough to
be hungry. People agree that everyone should have enough to eat. But to
be rich is also a problem. By rich I
mean living on a typical North American middle-class standard. To be that
rich is a problem because each North
American uses between thirty and two
hundred times as many increasingly
scarce resources (food, water, farmland, fuel and other natural resources) as do persons in the world's
poorer countries. At least half of these
resources are imported by us from
countries less wealthy than our own.
At that rate there can never be
enough to go around. By the time children reach kindergarten age they can
understand that this is not fair. Least
of all can Christians accept it as fair.
The New Testament speaks often of
the rich and poor. Mary, the mother of
Jesus — herself a poor woman — rejoiced in the coming of the Savior by
proclaiming that God "has filled the
hungry with good things, and the rich
he has sent empty away" (Luke 1:53).
Jesus, in beginning His ministry,
opened with these words, "The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to preach good news to
the poor" (Luke 4:18). Later Jesus
illustrated with the camel and needle's
eye, and with the rich man and
Lazarus that coming into the kingdom with wealth is not so easy. The
rich-poor theme was not forgotten by
writers in the early church. The book
of James is perticularly harsh with the
rich.
Spreading the good news — the
gospel — means helping the poor. It
also means helping the rich, or those
who are using more than their share.
Jesus also brought news for us.
The writer is on the staff ofMCC
development
.department.
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food and rural

What would the job be like for a
missionary to us? Where would such a
person come from? How would their
mission board plan the strategy, the
method? What should this missionary
do first? These are intriguing questions, especially if we think about how
someone could help us by using
methods similar to those we use in our
own mission activity.
First, if the church in Indonesia or
Zaire or Brazil decided to send us a
missionary, he or she would probably
live in our country on a standard of
living similar to what they were used
to in the sending country. That is what
most of our workers do in overseas
locations. Yes, there are adaptations,
there are attempts to "live like the
people." But often we still end up with
the biggest house in a village, with one
of the few cars in town, with more
meat on the table. Usually we feel
guilty about this, but some aspects of
our example are good.
For example, the way the missionary family plants their garden can
be instructive. They teach by boiling
drinking water and mashing green and
yellow vegetables for the baby, by
moving food preparation up oflf the
floor of the kitchen. Living models
teach more quickly than words. This is
why it is so important that missionaries live within the communities they
serve. Our missionaries show people
what a not-so-poor standard of living
looks like. A missionary coming to
help us would need to show by example how a less-wealthy way of living
can work.
Second, a good missionary to the
poor tries to understand life in the
country to which he or she is sent. The
worker reads and listens to get inside
the culture, to discover what people
are thinking and what forces shape
their lives. First, a missionary becomes a real friend. Then it may be
possible to help people make judgments about which traditions are
hopelessly enslaving, and which should
be kept and built upon in a growing
Christian life.
Someone sent to challenge our

wealth would have to understand our
traditions, our way of thinking, and
that we are caught in the system of
wealth just as are the poor in the seemingly endless cycle of poverty. Coming
from another culture with different
ways of looking at things, possibly a
missionary could help us unravel the
cords that bind us.
Third, a missionary to the rich
would have to be prepared for rejection. Some of our missionaries have
been martyred. Others have had the
welcome mat withdrawn. Some of the
things we need to be told would hurt
and confuse.
Here is an example. An Asian Mennonite couple who recently arrived in
North America talked to me about
their reactions to our wealth. They
were disturbed when a Mennonite
family whom they were visiting talked
of their plans to sell their house and
build a bigger one because grandparents are coming to live with them.
The family already lives in a large
three-bedroom house with living
room, basement family room, and according to the Asian couple, "two
dining rooms!" (breakfast area and
formal dining room, no doubt). The
A m e r i c a n M e n n o n i t e f a m i l y is
already breaking with the usual
pattern by inviting parents to live with
them. The Asian Mennonite couple
feels they haven't gotten to first base
on the question of wealth.
Fourth, in helping the poor an important first step is encouraging people
to look at their problems with hope instead of apathy and despair. How hard
this is for people who have been
hungry all their lives! But it has to
happen before people can solve their
problems.
We who have been rich all our lives
also need a message of hope. Someone with experience has to tell us that
there are responsible ways of living
that are satisfying and joyful. We need
to believe that we can change.
Jesus said "How hard it is for those
who have riches to enter the kingdom
of God! For it is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than for
a rich man to enter the kingdom of
God." But he didn't leave us there.
Jesus finished with "What is impossible with men is possible with God"
(Luke 18:24-27). Someone from our
sister churches in other parts of the
world could help us put flesh and
blood into those possibilities.
Fifth, a good missionary sets goals
and faithfully works towards them.
These goals are based on needs. The
central goal of mission work is sharing the good news of the kingdom.
Within that framework, missionaries
to page fourteen
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Religious News

proved all the time and to be told that God
does exist. This is elementary."
Some felt that religious broadcasts
should aim more at strengthening believers than converting non-believers.
World's Jewish Population
Estimated at 14,230,000

Bible Published in 29
New Languages During 1975,
Society Reports
The Bible, or portions of it, were
published for the first time in 29 additional languages last year, according to the
annual Scripture language count of the
American Bible Society.
The newcomers bring the total number
of languages and dialects into which at
least one Bible book has been published to
1577, roughly half of the estimated number of languages and dialects in the world,
according to an ABS spokesman.
Complete Bibles appeared for the first
time in three more languages last year:
Indonesian, Kikaonde (spoken in Zambia
and Zaire), and Oluluyia (Kenya). A 1973
translation into Byelorussian (spoken in
the Soviet Union) is also newly reported.
The Bible has recovered its position as
the world's most translated work. Several
years ago it lost out to the works of Marx,
Engels and Lenin.
Will Not Recruit Missionaries
As Agents, The CIA Reports
American church workers and journalists will no longer be recruited as agents
by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA),
according to a statement issued by the
agency.
In announcing the policy change, the
CIA indicated that it would accept information voluntarily offered by clergy or
reporters.
Churches and missionary agencies have
raised strong objections to CIA use of their
personnel for intelligence purposes.
Billy Graham's "Angels" Ranks
No. 1 on Non-Fiction List
Evangelist Billy G r a h a m ' s new book,
Angels: God's Secret Agents, topped "by
far" the annual summary of non-fiction
best sellers compiled by Publishers WeeklyIt was the evangelist's first appearance
in the No. 1 spot, though his The Secret of
Happiness was ranked seventh in 1955,
and World Aflame fourth in 1965.
Church Broadcasts Beamed To USSR
Ineffective, Say Russian Christians
S o v i e t C h r i s t i a n s , a c c o r d i n g to a
preliminary survey by the Center for the
Study of Religion and Communism at
Keston College in Kent, England, sharply
criticize the more than 240 hours of Christian broadcasting beamed to the U S S R
each week.
The most common request is for more
theology. According to the C S R C report,
Soviet believers complain that "platitudes
and things they already know" fill much of
the broadcast time.
Commented one Soviet Christian: " W e
don't need to have atheist teaching dis-
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World Jewish population is now estimated at 14,230,000, according to the
1976 American Jewish Yearbook. The
total represents an increase of about 1
million in 10 years.
About half the Jews (48 percent) live in
the Western Hemisphere. Of those 6.9
million, more than 5.7 million live in the
United States, including a little less than 2
million in greater New York City.
A little more than 4 million Jews live in
Europe (including all of Turkey and the
Soviet Union). Of these, nearly 2.7 million
are Soviet citizens.
Jews in the rest of Asia number nearly 3
million, all but 100,000 in Israel. There are
about 184,000 Jews in Africa, and slightly
more than 75,000 in Australia and New
Zealand.
Ontario Bible College Moving
To Larger Site
Eighty-two-year-old O n t a r i o
Bible
College will move in June to the large nineacre complex of the former Jesuit Seminary, Regis College, to accommodate its
growing needs.
OBC will expand its Bible college undergraduate program and will launch Ontario
Theological Seminary in September on the
same new campus, offering a Master of
Divinity Degree.
Global Gallup Study Shows U.S.
To Be "Most Religious Country"
A study of attitudes toward religion the
world over indicates that the United States
may be "the most religious nation, including predominantly Catholic nations, on the
face of the earth," according to George
Gallup Jr., head of an opinion gathering
firm.
H e told some 140 Roman Catholic
priests and sisters that despite the declines
in religious institutions, Americans are still
" a very religious nation . . . at least in
terms of the outward manifestations of
religion."
In a typical week, four of every 10
Americans go to church or synagogue,
Gallup reported. Only six percent of
American adults said they had no religious preference, a figure "much lower
than the percentages abroad," he added.
He saw the report as indicating a reversal of the "death of G o d " mood that
gripped institutions of religion during the
sixties.
Teens More Conservative About
Religion, Sex, Women's Rights
Teenagers in the U.S. are becoming
more conservative in their opinions about
pre-marital sex, women's rights, abortion
and religion, says the publisher of Who's
Who Among
American
High
School
Students.
Some 22,300 students interviewed in a

poll indicated that pre-marital sexual intercourse has leveled off at 29 percent.
Eighty-nine percent said they planned to
marry.
Support for the Equal Rights Amendment dropped from 74 percent in 1974 to
63 percent in 1975.
Religion has become more important to
the teens polled. Eighty-six percent of
1975's students said religion plays a significant part in their lives. In 1972 the
figure was 63 percent.
Susan Atkins Baptized in Prison;
Was Involved in 'Manson' Slayings
Susan Atkins, the one-time "Manson
family" member who is serving a life
sentence for her part in the 1969 "Sharon
Tate mass murders," has become a Christian.
She reportedly made her decision in an
isolation cell in September 1974 and was
baptized by immersion of Feb. 23, 1975,
outside the prison chapel at the California
Institute for Women, Frontera, Calif.
The news of Miss Atkins' conversion
was not publicized until recently because
of fears that it would meet with cynicism
and skepticism, according to a California
Baptist couple who have been in contact
with Miss Atkins. They related the events
to a reporter for the American Baptist
magazine in Valley Forge, Pa.
Decision Editor Wirt To Wind
Up 16 Years At Editorial Post
Dr. Sherwood E. Wirt, editor of Decision magazine since it was launched in
1960 by the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association as a monthly periodical, will
relinquish his editorial duties April 1 at his
request.
T h e Presbyterian minister, and his
author wife Winola, will return to his
native state of California where " W o o d y "
will engage in writing, lecturing and
preaching from their home in Poway near
San Diego.
Succeeding Dr. Wirt is the Rev. Roger
C. Palms, Billy Graham announced at a
Florida meeting of his team. M r . Palms
joined the magazine staff in 1973 and has
served as associate editor for the past year.
Inside Challenges Arguments
Against Busing For Boston
Point by point, the Evangelical Committee for Urban Ministries in Boston
( E C U M B ) has examined, and found empty, arguments against using busing to
achieve integration in their city.
In E C U M B ' s periodical, Inside, the
editors term mythical the argument for the
"neighborhood school." Prior to desegregation, Inside stated, 85 percent of the
city's high school students attended
schools far enough away from their homes
that they had to use mass transit.
The argument that white parents fear
for their children's safety did not hold up,
either, in the study. Only one school out of
a possible 185, had major trouble — and
that one within a white neighborhood
almost totally committed to segregation.
A writer who opposes busing said to
Editor Roger Dewey, "You were fair to
us."
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Happy New Year! This is the Year of the Dragon
but please don't be a "drag on" life. Jesus Christ
came to give us a full, abundant life—limitless joy,
selfless love and endless peace. Let's live itto the full this year.

The Year of the Dragon
Martin Zook

T H E DRAGON has another meaning which makes me glad that this is
the "dragon year." Christ has defeated the dragon. The dragon is still
alive and operating but he is defeated.
We are the victors, in Christ. This year
I am glad for this reminder.
• * *
New Year is the big celebration for
most in Japan. The new year is a new
beginning and there is much cleaning
and preparation for several days before. Then on New Year's day, for
many Japanese, is the annual trip to
the temple or shrine to confess the sins
of the previous year and to ask for the
blessings of the gods for the new year.
Traditionally, New Year's cards are
sent instead of Christmas cards. In
1974 the government sold 2,700,000,000 New Year's post cards.
The sending of New Year's cards
can also be a way of sharing the
Gospel. So I used a picture of a
dragon and the greeting above to form
a New Year's card. I added a couple
of paragraphs on what God wants us
to be and my desire to move toward
the goal which God gave us — to love
others just as God loves us. I sent this
typed message to over 200 people with
whom I worked or had contact this
past year. To each one I also wrote a
personal note and prayer. It was time
consuming, especially writing all the
addresses in Japanese. Please join me
in prayer for these 200 people as we
continue to work with them. Pray that
many will come to know Him as the
One who defeated the dragon.
* • *
I am enjoying these first few days of
the new year when everything is shut
down. It is a good time to reflect, get
caught up on neglected reading and
letter writing, and spend time with the
family. So often I am gone when the
children are home after school.
December was a rushed month.
There were special Christmas celebrations in all of the churches. The
three larger churches — Shimono8

seki, Hagi and Nagato — had two
meetings, one for evangelism and one
for the church members. The one
meeting is called a "Christmas Party"
and the other is called "Christmas
Worship." Both of these are necessary
as Christmas is a good opportunity to
share Christ with others as well as a
time to worship and adore Him who
brought us life.
The children were excited to join the
Christmas parties at four of the
churches, especially enjoying being
part of the English Christmas skit at
Shimonoseki. I involved 20 of my
grade school English students, also
Elaine and Steven (who played angels)
and Brian who served as narrator. I
simply wrote out the Christmas story
using very simple English. Shimonoseki counted about 130 for the

"Christmas Party" held on Sunday,
December 21. Their little church
building was overflowing. In the morning there was a worship service. Then
the noon meal was served to over 100
people by the church women. In the
afternoon the children put on a Christmas puppet show and then the students did the English Christmas skit.
Many parents came to the church for
the first time for this special children's program.
At all of the churches I showed the
film "The Challenge To Faith" which
portrays Christ's call and what it
meant for the first disciples and for us.
I also showed it to my English classes
and to Ruth's cooking classes. All together, about 200 people saw the film.
Please pray with us that the seed which
has been sown will bear fruit.

I T WAS RAINING . . . a hard, driving rain . . . from morning to late
night on the day of the first wedding in our new church building in Tokyo.
But the rain did not dampen the spirits of the gay affair. Mr. Hashimoto,
the seminary student who has been selected as the future pastor of the
church, was the groom. Miss Yamaguchi, a member of the congregation
and a first grade teacher, was the bride.
The couple had requested a ceremony which was both western in flavor
and 100% Christian in content. Lucille helped in much of the planning. In
fact, since the father of the bride was in the hospital, the couple asked
Lucille to give the bride away — quite an honor.
On the appointed Saturday relatives began arriving 1V2 hours early. By
the 2:00 starting time, nearly all of the 100 available seats were taken. After
the ceremony we made our way through the pouring rain to town hall for
the wedding reception.
On Sunday there was a reception for the church family after the morning
service. The ladies planned a lovely luncheon, featuring a three-layered
cake. At the time of greetings, several persons said that they had been married in the usual Japanese Shinto shrine custom (having been married before becoming Christians). But seeing how lovely the church was decorated
and seeing the spirit of the Christian ceremony, they asked me if I could
"remarry" them. Many tears were shed at the service and the non-Christian relatives were highly impressed, they said.
—John Graybill
Tokyo, Japan
Evangelical Visitor

LIVING VICTORIOUSLY
Edna M. Switzer

T H E TITLE of this article implies
that life is a conflict. The Scripture
also bears out this truth, again and
again. "For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high
places," and again "Fight the good
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life.
. . ." Other Scriptures assure us that
there is victory in the fight. "Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ?
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? NAY, in all these
things we are MORE T H A N CONQ U E R O R S through him that loved
us. I John 5:4 says, ". . . and this is the
victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith."
To see a consistent victorious Christian is a real challenge to others who
rub elbows with him through the
years. Such an one in the Rhodesian
Church is Mangisi Sibanda. In his
earlier years he served the church by
way of the classroom in the rural
schools. In 1957 he was chosen to
supervise the churches in the Wanezi
District. At first his wife continued to
•>ch school to help support the fam. but after a few years Naka Isabel
v rfannah as many knew her) felt led to
leave the classroom and go with her
husband. As he visited the churches,
she visited the women in their villages
or called the church women together
for fellowship in the Word and in
prayer.
After successful years of service in
the Wanezi District (where the church
looked to him as their father), he was
moved to the M a t o p o District.
Through difficult years one never
heard him complain. He would come
back from visiting churches with his
car needing repair because of the
rough roads over which he had to
travel. His supervision of the churches
in the Nkai/Lupane area required him
to walk for miles because the roads did
not permit him to use his car.
In 1975 at the Wanezi Conference,
he retired as overseer. As is the custom among Africans, if one leaves a
position or place, he is to give farewell. So Umfundisi Sibanda gave his
farewell to the church as an overseer.
In his remarks he said, "I am not
going away. I will still be working for
the Lord." Then he spoke of his wife.
He expressed it like this, "She is a wife
March 10, 1976

indeed." And for emphasis he repeated, "She is a wife indeed."
At the time of General Conference,
his daughter, Sibongile, (a fine Christian mother of three little girls) was in
the hospital suffering from a malady
that proved to be fatal in early
November. Sibanda's wife was present
at Conference, but it was known that
she was suffering from cancer.
Through all his many and varied
experiences Umfundisi could always
laugh. He never seemed to let any discouragement overshadow his path.
Three weeks to the day from the time
his daughter's funeral was held in the
Mpopoma Church, he went through a
similar experience at the same place,
but this time it was his wife. Again
Umfundisi paid a high tribute to Naka
Isabel with loving words attached to
the spray of flowers he had bought for
her. The only sign of sorrow which he
showed after his wife's passing was the
black band around his left arm above
the elbow which in African custom in-

dicates to the public that a man has
lost his wife.
At t h e o r d i n a t i o n of P e t e r
Mlotshwa who was to succeed him as
overseer, he gave his farewell to the
Matopo District. Under the unction of
the Holy Spirit, he addressed the
people in his parish with words of wisdom and advice.
What a challenge this servant of
God has been to his people and is continuing to be! No rumors of flaws on
his character, always happy in the
work of the Lord, always able to enjoy
a good laugh — that's Mangisi Sibanda.

Selective Service Registration Cancelled
Selective Service Director Byron Pepitone announced on January 21 major
changes in the operation of Selective Service. In testimony before the House
Armed Services Committee Investigations Subcommittee, Mr. Pepitone
summarized the operational changes: "1. Our plans in fiscal year 1976 to hold
an annual registration have been terminated. 2. All future actions with
respect to registration and ongoing processing of registrants are also
suspended until it becomes necessary for the President to again ask
Congress for the authority to induct. 3. We will reduce the organization of the
Selective Service System to a nucleus with the responsibility for manpower
procurement planning as its sole function."
The immediate effect is to cancel the plans for registration which had been
projected for March 31. Until a new policy is adopted with regard to
registration, no young men will be required to register with Selective Service.
The number of Selective Service employed personnel will be cut to about 100,
and offices below the state level will be closed.
Ted Koontz, executive secretary of the MCC Peace Section (U.S.), notes,
"For those of us who have historically expressed our peace witness through
our refusal to fight, the urgent question is how to make our witness for peace
when we are no longer — at least for the time being — called to fight? An end
to registration can free us to respond more creatively to the challenges of
being Christ's messengers of peace in a world which spends $250,000,000,000 a year for arms — an amount more than equal to the total income of the
world's poorest half. But unless we open our eyes and see the larger issue of
militarism and its threat to the well-being and even survival of humanity —
and find ways to act as Christian peacemakers in response to that situation —
an end to registration can lull us into a slumber which will effectively kill our
peace witness, make us ill-prepared for future conscription, and help us conveniently forget about the massive effect of military misallocation of resources
in a world of staggering human need."
— M C C NEWS SERVICE
(Pastors and young men requesting further information about the present state of draft
regulations may contact the office of Christian Service Ministries, Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022.)
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affluence as an important claimant on
world food resources is one reason
growth in supply has lagged behind
demand.
Where is this over-consumption to
be found? Canada is the number one
culprit, consuming annually 1,993
pounds of grain per capita. This is five
times the amount consumed in India.
United States ranks second with 1,641
pounds followed by the U.S.S.R. with
I,227 pounds. These figures include
direct and indirect use of grain.
In North America the average person consumes nearly one ton of grain
per year. Of this, about 200 pounds is
consumed directly in the form of
bread, pastries and breakfast cereals.
The remainder is consumed indirectly
in the form of meat, milk and eggs and
alcoholic beverages.
The average North American requires roughly five times the agricultural resources needed by China, India
or Nigeria. It has been estimated that
if consumption drops much below 400
pounds of grain per year (India's average is 348) survival is threatened.
If we should assume that the world
will acquire the North American eating habits by the end of this century,
world grain requirements will be over
four times the current global production level.

Looking for an Answer
The R o m e food conference
(November, 1974) suggested seven approaches toward an early solution of
the food problem (Newsweek,
Nov.
I I , 1974).
1. New Farmlands. At present only
11 percent of the world's total land
surface is under cultivation. The
arable land could be doubled if the
costs could be hurdled. The estimated
cost would be $2,000 per acre.
2. Better Yields. New "miracle"
seeds, expanded irrigation systems and
chemical fertilizers promise record
harvests. However, at present, increases in crop yields have barely kept
pace with population growth.
3. Population Control. All food
experts agree that the world will never
be able to feed its people properly unless the exploding population growth
rate of 2.4 percent a year is cut to
practically zero.
4. New Food. Food scientists are
announcing new discoveries — food
from oil, protein food from leaves, the
use of fish meal as food. However,
human taste and high costs militate
against many of these innovations.
5. Eating Less. Experts believe
that a practical way of solving our
10

problem is for the affluent world to eat
less. If Americans would reduce their
meat consumption by 10 percent, 60
million starving people could be fed.
6. Land Reform. Vast areas of
farmland in Asia and Latin America
are still in the hands of absentee
owners and the poor sharecroppers
have little incentive to improve the
land.
7. Global Cooperation. Most food
experts believe that a vast program of
international cooperation is necessary
to solve the food crisis. They hope the
Arabs will join that program with
their growing petrodollars. Such cooperation would have to include a
system of pooling food reserves so that
a fair share is guaranteed for all.

The Moral Problem
The food problem is not only a
social and economic issue but much
more a moral problem. In an interdependent world plagued with scarcity, if some of us consume more,
others must of necessity consume less.
If an affluent minority throughout the
world continues to expand its consumption of meat, grain prices will
soon be out of reach of the poorest
quarter of mankind.
Most of us feel utterly helpless in
the face of this global problem. Unless someone can reduce the dimensions so that they have manageable
proportions, we tend to ignore them.
A. Leonard Griffith in an article entitled "The Age of the Shrug" has
tried to make the problem personal:
"Suppose, as you sat down to your
dinner, the doorbell rang. You opened
the door, and there before you, ragged
and disease-ravaged, stood the world's
hungry in a single line, each begging for
a crust of bread. How far do you think
that line would reach? Beginning at your
door, the line would continue out of
sight, over continent and ocean, around
the world — 25,000 miles — and return
to the place it started; and it would do
this, circling the globe not once, not five
times, but 25 times, with no one in the
line but hungry, suffering humanity."

Christians suffer from "compassion
fatigue." We see the problem, hear of
it from our pulpits and as we ponder
the actual dimensions we reach the
conclusion: " I can do nothing about
such big problems!"
I propose that this is not a Christian conclusion. The Christian will
approach the problem at three levels.
The first level is personal. Jesus
never advanced complex solutions to
global problems. He had a way of

m a k i n g issues p e r s o n a l . H e approached prejudice and radical hatred
by telling the story of one man who
acted as an individual in the face of a
national problem. The S a m a r i t a n
acted by doing what he could do and
his example has moved millions to do
their duty.
The story of the final judgment approaches issues on a personal basis:
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me."
John Gardner, former U.S. Secret a r y of H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n a n d W e l fare, noted:
" W e are producing the most educated,
articulate, and brilliant sidewalk superintendents the world has ever seen. We
have a limitless supply of people with intelligence and expertise to analyze
society's problems, but very, very few
with the motivation and stamina to leap
in and help solve problems."

The second level is brotherhood involvement. The disciple is involved
with the needs of the world. He takes
from his Lord a small part of the
world's needs and relates himself to it
significantly. But as part of a brotherhood, he joins with others to do what
he cannot do alone.
As Mennonite and Brethren in
Christ churches, we have a significant
arm of the church which becomes a
channel for actions: The Mennonite
Central Committee. I have observed
dedicated relief workers in action.
What impressed me most were the
many who were employed in reconstruction and self-help projects. Helping people to help themselves is much
more important than giving a handout to the needy. However, the latter is
still important and cannot be ignored.
I have found that other evangelical
groups envy us for the possibilities
which are open to our congregations
through M C C . This avenue must be
strengthened and utilized as our
presence where world needs demand
our involvement as congregations.
The third level is speaking to
government. It is here that our Ottawa
and Washington presence becomes
meaningful. Recently the Canadian
government made a commitment to
increased aid to developing nations.
Such efforts should be reinforced by
those who speak for us to government.
When we pray "give us this day our
daily bread" we pray in the plural. The
" u s " must include the millions who
face starvation. But our prayers must
be prayers of faith accompanied by a
strong commitment to obedience.
Evangelical

Visitor

The Pursuit of
Excellence in Mind and Spirit
Daniel R. Chamberlain
A C T S 18:24-28 introduces us to the
intriguing character of Apollos. While
we do not know a great deal about
him, he is an interesting model; some
Christians even regard him as a saint.
Now saints are usually admired but
only at a distance. I remember a New
Yorker cartoon that showed a robed,
long-haired hippie driving an automobile. On the dashboard of his car
was a small statue of a man dressed in
a business suit and carrying a briefcase. The rather irreverent point of the
cartoon was that the small statue was
the driver's patron saint; but it makes
a more universal point: people think of
saints as very different from themselves — untouchable and unattainable.
Apollos is an interesting model,
however, because he does seem to be
something like us. He was a man of
ability and training — probably a college graduate. While the Scriptures do
not clearly state this, they do tell us
that he was "a native of Alexandria"
and "a man of culture" (18:24). Alexandria boasted a distinguished university and one of the finest libraries of
the ancient world. It was a center of
Judaism and some of the most creative
research and writing of that day
originated there. Apollos was born in
this center of culture and he surely
participated in it and benefitted from
it.
Apollos was also a model student.
Even after he graduated from the University of Alexandria, he was willing
to continue to learn; and he did. We
are told in Romans 6:3-4 that when
Aquila and Priscilla heard Apollos
preach, they invited him home for
dinner and "expounded unto him the
way of God more accurately" (18:26).
Moffat translates Luke's reference
to Apollos by saying he was "a man of
culture; strong in his knowledge of the
scriptures; instructed in the way of the
Lord. He preached and taught about
Jesus with ardor and accuracy."
Apollos is obviously a good model because of the gospel he accepted: " H e
preached and taught Jesus." His message had content! Jesus was central.
Apollos is another first century witness reminding us that Jesus is God
The writer is Dean of Messiah
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and that Jesus is the highest and
clearest revelation we have of God.
Apollos clearly accepted Jesus' assertion that he was and is God. He believed Christ's statement: "He that
has seen me has seen the Father"
(John 14:9).
Apollos is also a worthy example
because of the extremes he avoided.
His content was scripturally sound; he
learned, taught, and preached about
Christ. But his method is equally significant. He presented the gospel with
"ardor and accuracy." Either quality
alone — ardor or accuracy — is apt to
lead to heresy. Now heresy is not a lie
per se, it is rather an overemphasis on
one aspect of the truth. Because it contains truth it is hard to combat. Truth
is like the well-balanced wheel, it runs
silently and true. Heresy unbalances
the wheel increasing the noise and the
wear and tear while reducing its effectiveness and efficiency.
Apollos first avoided the heresy
caused by ardor. There are some
people of intense passion in every
movement. Such individuals are the
ardent activists for special causes.
Their action and devotion is of the
heart and will, with little room for
thoughtful reflection. They are arduously enthusiastic and in constant
danger of extremism. The conservative extremist is guided by authority
and antiquity; his liberal counterpart
steers by the twin stars of anarchy and
modernity. Woe betide the individual
who crosses the passionate path of
either. Truth is his alone! Dialogue is
equated with compromise and listening is confused with capitulation.
Overemphasis of one aspect of the
truth or of one way of knowing and
implementing truth is heresy. In this
case, elevating emotions and experience, while neglecting intellectual and
propositional truth, stresses piety and
warmth while ignoring the precision
and insight essential to reasonable
faith.
But Apollos also avoided the heresy
caused by accuracy. Every movement
has its overly meticulous members.
They are icily cold, painfully painstaking, and statistically devout. They
are very reserved and very tentative
with the single exception of their

dogmatism about their tentativeness.
The heresy of accuracy has been popularized by 'a superficial and inappropriate understanding and application of the scientific method. Because science has learned so much by
its careful observations, we sometimes forget that the poet, the artist,
the philosopher and the mystic can
lead us to knowledge along other
paths. As Aldridge poetically put it
"We strip delusion of her veil / We
vivisect the nightingale / To probe the
secret of her note." In the process we
kill the bird and fail to discover the
secret of her song, and we are poorer
for it. The well-rounded life requires
both the poet and the laboratory technician. Who has the truth about roses?
The botanist who dissects and describes them, or the bride who carries
them in her bridal bouquet, or the
gardener who grows roses? Or does
each of them at different times or all of
them in harmony possess an important part of the truth about the
rose?
The heresy of accuracy can also
invade religion. For some modern
critics, the Scriptures are a place for
intellectual gymnastics. Careful computer analysis can apparently yield
secrets about authorship and origin
heretofore undiscovered. Such critics
may quite properly conclude and
proudly announce that Isaiah should
be divided into three parts. But too
often they miss the spirit, insight and
beauty of Isaiah 53: "Surely he has
borne our griefs and carried our
sorrows: yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities . . ." These critics may also
prove to their own satisfaction that the
fourth Gospel was not written by the
beloved disciple of Christ and yet they
overlook the power of the words
recorded in John 14:2, " I n my
Father's house there are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have
told you." Unfortunately for the person who suffers from the heresy of
accuracy, his religion is all of the head
and none of the heart and being heartless, it is lifeless.
to page fourteen
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Sue radiates joy
Sharing Beliefs Enriches Her Life
Ed

WARWICK
senior Sue Myers
looks at life with a happy face — and a
giggle.
"I can't help it," she chuckles. "I
just have laughed all my life." Her
lively personality, though, is a veneer
for an intelligent young woman who
works with disadvantaged youngsters, reads Chaim Potok, hates meatloaf, loves to talk, plays the violin and
wants a career as a Christian missionary.
"I really believe in sharing what I
believe in," she says as if she thought
about it a lot.
And what 17 year-old Sue Myers, a
member of the Manheim Brethren in
Christ Church, "believes in" most is
Christianity, one God, and one way to
salvation.
Direction in L i f e

Sue says she's seen the direction of
God in her life, working in a personal
way.
"Its a daily thing," she explains.
" H e ' s with you even when all your
friends desert you."
Sue's Christian zeal comes primarily from being reared in a Christian
family, she explains, but this summer
it was strengthened when she worked
with underprivileged youngsters in a
camp in New York State.
That experience propelled her " t o
go into fulltime Christian service," she
says.
Missions Work

"I want to go into missions. I really
like working with kids and just being
with people."
S o S u e ' s a p p l i e d to M e s s i a h
College, which offers a program in
youth ministry. The mission concept,
she says, can be used to "tell people
about Christ" anywhere.
"I just want to go where God wants
me," she says. "I just go where I
should be."
12
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" F o r me Christianity is not so much
a religion, a philosophy. It's a way of
life."
The litany of Sue's achievements
and interests at Warwick High School
is long.
Music, Writing
She's a member of the glee club,
orchestra, county chorus, and secretary of the National Honor Society at
the school.
She has played in school musicals
and directed the student play last Fall.
Staff member on the school newspaper, "Tee-Pee-Topics," she is also
co-editor of the Warrian, the yearbook.
Since fifth grade, she has played the
violin. "I love that kind of music," she
says. " I love any kind of music except
hard rock."

Sue also loves to read — "anything," she'll tell you with a giggle. "I
like Shakespeare," she says. Her
favorite author is Chaim Potok, who
wrote " T h e Chosen" and " T h e Promise."
In school, Sue says she does her best
work in journalism, creative writing
and English. She keeps a journal in
which she records "events, things that
happen to me."
"I like to describe things," she says.
"I just like to write my emotions."
And those emotions, she says,
stretching her arms high and low, are
up and down. " E v e n when I ' m
depressed, though, I'm content, if you
know what I mean," she adds.
Right now editing the
Warrian,
which will have a bicentennial theme
in 1976, takes some of her schooltime.
The yearbook, among other things,
lists the likes and dislikes of seniors.
Her likes, Sue says, are goofing off,
fifth period when there's time to work
on the yearbook, and eating.
Mondays, Meatloaf
" T h e only things I don't like are
Monday morning and meatloaf," she
adds.
She talks with ease, not only on a
one-to-one basis but before groups,
too. She recently won the district competition in a bicentennial extemporaneous speech contest.
She outlined 13 topics and spoke on
money and politics. "Could a man of
modest means, an Abe Lincoln, be
elected today?" was the topic of her
speech.
" I said, N o , " she c o m m e n t s .
Today's politicians need money and
influential, rich friends to capture the
White House, she explains.
Sue is the daughter of M r . and Mrs.
Nelson Myers, 203 Oxford Drive,
Lititz. She has three sisters.
to next page
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Summer and Service
Summer Service changes young people. One young person
said, "Summer Service gave me a rich and rewarding experience. It brought me closer to the Lord. It helped me have an
understanding for others. It helped me look beneath the faults
of others and see the beauty of their lives."
Summer Service is a program for young people ages 1521. Any young person with a Christian testimony and a desire
to serve Christ and the church is eligible.
During the summer young people volunteer to be assigned
for short-term service at camps, missions, and institutions.
These young people volunteer their time and pay 75% of their
travel expenses.
Young people who participate in Summer Service do a
variety of things. Some of the assignments are counseling,
maintenance, building, teaching, cooking, serving as a
waitress, directing sports, cleaning, painting, etc.
Last year young people served at Camp Lakeview, Mile
High Pines Camp, Montreal Lake Children's Home, Bellevue
Park Church, Spring Lake Retreat, Life Line Mission, and
Messiah Home.
If you have interest in Summer Service, please send for an
application to:
Director of Summer Service
Box 127
Nappanee, Indiana 46550
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Messiah College Choral Society
SPRING SCHEDULE

from opposite page

Sue's other interests include playing
the guitar and swimming.
Senioritis? Yes
Despite her active school life, she
admits to a case of senioritis.
"I had it the first day of school," she
says. " I t ' s hard to concentrate when
you know that it's soon over."
When the final school bell rings,
she's ready to answer it. "I like school
and everything but I'll be glad to get
out and go to college," she says.
She hopes teachers and classmates
at Warwick recall her as a responsible
person. "And I hope they remember
what I believe in and what I stand
for," she adds.
The above article is reprinted with permission
from the New Era Newspaper, January 3, 1976
edition. Sue Myers is a member of the Manheim Brethren in Christ Church.

March 10, 1976

Dr. Ronald L. Miller, Choral Society
Director
Mr. Ron E. Long, Tour
Coordinator

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

February 22, evening, Refton Brethren in Christ Church, Refton, Pa.
March 5, evening, Messiah H o m e , Harrisburg, Pa.
March 6, evening, Pleasant Hill Brethren in Christ Church, Pleasant Hill, Ohio
March 7, morning, Fairview Brethren in Christ Church, Englewood, Ohio
March 7, evening, Nappanee Brethren in Christ Church, Nappanee, Indiana
March 8, morning, Grace College Chapel, Winona Lake, Indiana
March 8, evening, Morrison Brethren in Christ Church, Morrison, Illinois
March 9, evening, Christian Union Church, Garrett, Indiana
March 10, evening, Our Redeemer Mennonite Church, Midland, Mich.
March 11, evening, Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church, Sherkston Ontario,
Canada
• March 12, morning, Niagara Christian College, Fort Erie, Ontario, C a n a d a
• March 12, evening, First Baptist Church, Transfer, Pa.
• March 13, evening, St. John's Lutheran Church, Boiling Springs, Pa.
• March 14, morning, Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church, Carlisle, Pa.
• March 14, evening, Grantham Brethren in Christ Church, G r a n t h a m , Pa.
« March 28, evening, C a m p Hill Presbyterian Church, C a m p Hill, Pa.
• April 4, evening, St. Paul's United Methodist Church, Chambersburg, Pa.
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BECAUSE W E ' R E R I C H
from page six

ask people to identify their needs. To
which needs must the gospel address
itself? When that question is answered, the missionary is ready to go
to work.
Therefore, some missionaries teach,
some establish churches, some dig
wells, some translate Bibles, some
show a better way to feed babies, some
make peace. "There are many gifts,
but one Spirit" (I Cor. 12:4). Can we
see dealing with wealth as one of our
needs, and look for a gift in the worldwide fellowship of believers for meeting it?
Surely there are lessons to learn in
helping the rich that we never think of
in working with the poor. Maybe it
would r e q u i r e c o m p l e t e l y new
strategies. But one thing is certain.
Missionaries sent to the wealthy would
need prayer and continual encouragement from their home churches. With
that kind of support, the Holy Spirit
would tell them what to do.

EXCELLENCE
from page eleven

Apollos clearly demonstrates how
we may avoid these extremes. We
must weld these two qualities — ardor
and accuracy — together. He taught
about Jesus with ardor and accuracy.
Macauley once described the best
oratory in the British Parliament as
"reason penetrated and made red hot
with passion." Apollos had that ability. He combined enthusiasm and
truth, fire and precision. For him the
poetry and geometry of life became a
single beautiful whole. The result was
a living message. Ardor is essential —
no individual or organization goes
anywhere without enthusiasm. But
accuracy is equally important — no
movement wins intelligent people unless knowledge and feeling grow together. And so Messiah College seeks
to instruct committed people who will
study deeply in order to reveal Jesus
enthusiastically. Keen, well-trained
minds coupled with loyal hearts and
driving wills committed to Christ and
energized by the Holy Spirit will
transform flat one-dimensional living
into victorious three-dimensional
reality.
Piety and scholarship must go handin-hand. Each gives strength, integrity
and vitality to the other. Pursuing
spiritual and academic activities with
ardor and accuracy will help us make
genuine progress towards excellence in
mind and spirit.
14

Retreat 60 +
Let's pretend you are age 60 or more
(maybe you don't need to pretend). Anyhow, regardless of age, wouldn't you enjoy
a change of scenery, being outdoors, talking, playing, making things, resting, being
with people your own age, taking field
trips, hiking, boating, laughing, thinking,
and praying?
The 57 people who attended Retreat
60+ didn't need to wish; it was a reality.
Two five-day sessions were planned especially for persons 60 and over in the
Atlantic and Allegheny Conferences.
Located near Harrisburg, C a m p Hebron's
retreat center provided modern motel-like
comfort in a woodland setting, which daily
reminded one of a loving Creator. The
retreat was jointly sponsored by the Allegheny Conference Commission on Home,
The Social Services Department of Messiah Home, and the Atlantic Conference
Board of Christian Education and Camping Commission.
The retreat schedule allowed individuals as much or as little free time or
activity as he/she desired. Activities were
planned, but participation was optional.
Each morning Rev. John Hostetter led the
group in a meditation, often centering
upon the spiritual pilgrimage of older
people and their unique age group needs.
Naomi Brechbill enabled those interested
to develop creative skills each morning. In
the first session about 50% of the retreaters made at least one craft project and
during the second session about 90% completed at least one craft project.
The filling and icing for the five days included discussion groups, shuffleboard,
games, wagon rides, field trips, the sharing
of crafts and hobbies, and practical input
sessions dealing with such subjects as
financial planning, the social security system and how to best use one's time.
An evening vesper service usually involved a guest speaker or music group. The
"early morning risers" could return to the

Church News
MESSIAH COLLEGE
Oratorio Society Sings Messiah—April 11
The Grantham Oratorio Society choir,
rehearsing each Monday evening, is a hundred persons larger than last year.
Directed by Dr. Ronald R. Sider, the 260
voice choir plus orchestra will be singing
Handel's Messiah in the Campus Center
on Sunday, April 11, at 3:00 p.m. The admission charge is $2.
Fine Arts Festival
The annual Fine Arts Festival at Messiah College will be on April 5-10. The
theme is Early Americana. On April 8-10,
the dramatic production, The Death and
Life of Sneaky Fitch, will be staged under
the direction of Dr. Norman Bert.

breakfast table after a hike in the mountain. After the vespers, games were tackled
and stories told over cups of hot coffee or
cocoa.
Two of those who attended remarked:
"When I first saw the announcement of the
60+ Retreat, I thought it interesting and
decided to go. The place and wooded
setting of the camp was beautiful. Having
decided to go in October, nature was
flaunting all its beauty. Programs and
activity periods were planned. If one felt
the schedule was too full you did not need
to attend. It is a good place to relax, enjoy
good food well prepared, comforts of
home plus Christian fellowship. Would I
go again? Indeed I would and hope to next
fall." Cora Keefer, Grantham, Pa.
" A 60+ Retreat?! I was asked several
times if I were going. W-e-1-1! Yes, I went
and had a delightful time. The fellowship
was heart-warming. The program was well
planned. Camp Hebron was a perfect
setting. The lodge is a dream. Next year?
By all means — I hope to be there."
Naomi T. Brechbill, Grantham, Pa.
Through Retreat 60+ it was seen that
children and youth are not the only ones
who benefit from a retreat experience. The
old as well as the young need times of renewal. For too long, incorrect stereotypes
have dimmed older person's needs and
contributions to the family and church.
People of all ages have many similar needs
to share and handle.
Due to the success and requests Retreat
60+ is being planned again in 1976. The
dates being September 27 to October 1,
October 11 to 15 and October 25 to 29. If
you are interested in attending the retreat
or if you would like to help sponsor grandma, grandpa, or an aunt or uncle, information will soon be available from the
Social Services Department of Messiah
Home, 2001 Paxton Street, Harrisburg,
Pa. 17111.

CONFERENCES
Allegheny
John Graybill, missionary to Japan,
spoke to the Grantham congregation on
Thursday evening, Feb. 12. The pastors
are Rev. Robert Ives and Rev. Merle Brubaker.
The Iron Springs congregation reports a
children's dedication service on Sunday,
Jan. 4, and a membership reception on
Sunday, Jan. 11. The pastor is Rev. Amos
L. Kipe.
Mr. Paul Unruh, Family Counselor,
was the guest speaker at the Paramount
Church on Sunday, Jan. 18. Rev. J. Ralph
Wenger is the pastor.
The youth of the Redland Valley congregation taught the Sunday school classes
on youth Sunday, Jan. 25. The morning
message was given by Calvin Hamblin.
Rev. Carl Ginder is the pastor.

Evangelical Visitor

residents of the Messiah H o m e , Harrisburg, Pa., observed their 65th wedding
anniversary on Feb. 4, at an occasion
planned by their children, held at the
H o m e and attended by their friends at the
Home.
The youth of the Beulah Chapel (Ohio)
congregation were in charge of the worship
service on Sunday morning, Feb. 15. Rev.
Harold E. Paulus is the pastor.
Pastor and Mrs. Homer Rissinger standing beside the painting of the Tremont Church a gift
from that congregation to which they had ministered for twenty-five years. The presentation
was made at a congregation dinner given in their
honor. The Rissingers now reside in Elizabethtown, Pa. Rev. George Kipe is now pastoring the
Tremont congregation.

T h e Christ Crusaders of the South
Mountain Chapel visited the Archives of
Messiah College on Sunday afternoon,
Feb. 8. Dr. Wittlinger discussed questions
the young people had. The pastor is Rev.
Hubert L. Stern.

Atlantic
A f t e r participating as teachers and
leaders in the Sunday school hour for
Youth Day, the youth of the Conoy congregation had dinner in various church
homes. T h e Chosen Generation, Harrisburg, Youth for Christ Choir, presented
the evening service. Rev. Jay Sisco is the
pastor.

The Fairview congregation hosted a
Christian Education Seminar on Saturday, Feb. 21, for Southern Ohio churches.
The pastor at Fairview is Rev. Henry N.
Miller.

Midwest
The Dallas Center and Des Moines
congregations held a joint missionary
meeting on Wednesday evening, Feb. 18.
Lois Book, h o m e on furlough f r o m
Sikalongo Hospital, was the speaker in the
service held in the Des Moines Church.
The pastors are Rev. Millard Haldeman
— Dallas Center and Rev. Harold Jackson — Des Moines.

Pacific
The Redwood Country Church held a
" C o m e Alive" series on Jan. 8, 9, and 11
with Pastor S a m Hollingsworth's father,
Melvin Hollingsworth bringing the messages.

Missionary guests of the Maytown congregation on Wednesday, J a n . 14, were
Sharon Weisser, Rhodesia; and Edith
Miller, Z a m b i a . T h e pastor is Rev. Earl
Herr.

The Waukena congregation had as their
guest on Sunday, Feb. 1, Rev. Paul Hill,
who shared the Life Line story. The pastor
at Waukena is Rev. Glenn Smith.

A Family Fellowship Dinner was held
by the Souderton congregation on Sunday
evening, J a n . 18. Following the dinner, the
film, " T o b y ' s Tree H o u s e " was shown to
the children while the budget was
presented to the adults.

Births

Canadian
T h e Heise Hill congregation heard the
c a n t a t a , " L o v e T r a n s c e n d i n g , " by a
special choir from the Rosebank congregation on J a n . 18. A fellowship hour followed the program. T h e pastors are Heise
Hill — Rev. J a m e s Cober, and Rosebank
— Rev. Harvey Stickley.
A Family Life Seminar was held by the
Stayner congregation on March 5, 6, and
7. Rev. and Mrs. John Schock were the resource persons. The pastor is Rev. Harvey
Sider.

Central
Oscar and Nellie Stump, members of the
Christian Union congregation, presently

Frame: Roger Melvin, born Nov. 9, to
M r . and Mrs. James Frame, Ashland congregation, Ohio.
Groff: Carrie Elizabeth, born Dec. 10, to
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Groff, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Hall: Stacie Marie, born Sept. 13, to
Robert and Lois Hall, Adney G a p congregation, Va.
Hartman: David Carl, born Oct. 4, to
Carolyn and the late George H a r t m a n ,
Speedwell Heights congregation, Pa.
Lehman: Ryan Kent, born Dec. 24, to
M r . and Mrs. Raymond Lehman, Perkiomen Valley congregation, Pa.
Mongan: Kimberly Susan, born Nov.
18, to M r . and Mrs. Charles Mongan, Sr.,
Van Lear congregation, Md.
Poff: Michael Andrew, born Sept. 4, to
Shirley and E m m a Poff, Adney G a p congregation, Va.
Reihl: Jody Lynn, chosen daughter of
M r . and Mrs. Aaron Reihl, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Sider: Jollen Faye, born Dec. 24, to M r .
and Mrs. Keith Sider, Speedwell Heights
congregation, Pa.
Yopp: Kristie, born June 16, to Jerry
and Geraline Yopp, Adney G a p congregation, Va.

Weddings
Garman-Swart: Dianna, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Swart, Waynesboro, Pa., and Keith, son of M r . and Mrs.
John G a r m a n , Greencastle, Pa., Feb. 2, in
the P a r a m o u n t Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. J. Ralph Wenger officiating.
Germak-Hilsher: Linda Hilsher and
James G e r m a k , Jan. 17, in the Conoy
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Jay
Sisco officiating.
McKee-Smith: Sarah Smith, Kitchville,
Ohio, and Devan McKee, New London,
Ohio, Nov. 7, in the Ashland Theological
Seminary Chapel with Rev. Ted. Mitten
officiating.
Minehart-Deardorff: Cindy Deardorff
and William Minehart, Nov. 8, in the
Conoy Brethren in Christ Church.

Obituaries
Manning: Esther E. Manning, Hagerstown, Md., born Feb. 26, 1915, died Dec.
22, 1975. She was the daughter of Willaim
and Nora Kensinger Z i m m e r m a n . She is
survived by three daughters: M r s . Helen
Bowers, Mrs. Janet McCleaf, and M r s .
Betty Jean Mathias; three sisters; and
seven grandchildren. She was a member of
the Van Lear Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Clarence Brubaker and Rev.
Ralph Wenger officiating. Interment was
in the Cedar Lawn Memorial Park.
McCulloch: Mrs. Frances L. McCulloch, Port Royal, Ont., born J a n . 12, 1906,
in Franklin Co., Pa., died Feb. 1, 1976, in
the Lewistown Hospital. She was the
daughter of John and E m m a Van Scoyoc
Junklin. She was married to James L.
McCulloch who preceded her in death. She
is survived by four daughters: Mrs. Helen
M. Myers, Mrs. Romaine Kennedy, Mrs.
J a n e t S y m m e r m a n , and Cecile; two
sisters, 12 grandchildren; and two greatgrandchildren. The funeral service was
held in the Rex Funeral H o m e with Rev.
Eugene Heidler officiating. Interment was
in the Newport Cemetery.
Stevenett: Ella S. Stevenett, born April
14, 1895, died J a n . 13, 1976. She was the
daughter of M r . and Mrs. Jeffrey Pierce.
She had been married to Louis Ruhl and
T h o m a s Stevenett both of whom preceded
her in death. Two sons also preceded her in
death. She is survived by a granddaughter
and three great-grandchildren. She was a
member of the Wainfleet Brethren in
Christ Church. The funeral service was
held in the Austin Funeral H o m e , Buffalo,
N. Y., with M r . Nelson G r o t k e officiating.
Interment was in the Zion Cemetery, O n t .
Wyld: Mrs. Luella F. Wyld, born Nov.
19, 1890, died J a n . 21, 1976. She is survived by two daughters: Mrs. Anne Cober
and Lily; two sons: Edwin and Ernest; six
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. She was a member of the Brethren in
Christ Church. T h e funeral service was
held in the Dallas Center Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Millard Haldeman and Rev. Harold Jackson officiating.
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The Anti-Commitment Spirit
Katie Funk Wiebe
S E V E R A L decades ago, two brothers in our church community both decided to become doctors. But they had no
money, and educational loans were not available at the
time. So the younger brother agreed to work at common
labor to support the older through medical school. Then
the older brother would finance the younger brother's education. Today both are doctors.
When I tell young people about these two brothers,
some look at me in unbelief. The thought that one brother
would commit himself to the other for five or six years of
menial work belongs in the Guinness Book of World
Records. In an age of individualism, the price tag on such
commitment is too high.
The call to commitment is becoming fainter in
numerous areas. Whereas, at one time, it was possible to
predict with few exceptions that the couple declaring their
vows before the altar would be living together after many
years, today when the relationship no longer delivers
promised happiness and fulfillment, it's everyone for himself or herself once again.
At one time it was possible to equate a person's love for
God and Christ with his love for the church. Few serious
believers had one without the other. If you loved the Lord,
you supported and worked for the church. You found
strength and encouragement in its fellowship. No Longer.
Frequently today, faith and service have become a private
affair between the individual and his or her God with
perhaps token attendance at services and support of the
church's causes.
Commitment gets knocked in other areas as well. For
some people, it seems preposterous to be openly committed to putting in an honest day's work at one's job because such an attitude reeks of the Puritan work ethic.
Simple honesty, kindness, and consideration of others
have all lost followers because they may deny an individual the opportunity for "doing his own thing."
The anti-commitment spirit has become so popular,
writes Harold Kuhns in Christianity Today (Nov. 21,
1975) that it should be considered a "dominant and social
and intellectual motif." He believes Christians should be
more aware of what is happening around them and to
them.
Commitment and its companion words, "submission
and involvement," have become dirty words becuase they
seem to carry the connotation of the rape of one's individuality. To commit oneself to a person, a cause, or even to
God appears to represent the threat of loss of freedom and
of opportunity for personal happiness and fulfillment.
Kuhns says that part of the reaction against permanence in
marriage stems from the fear that commitment for life
might be a threat to what is considered valid personhood.
Some of the roots of this attitude can be traced to
modern existentialist thought which has cut itself loose

from any absolute standards. Everything is relative. Because such an individual has rejected a belief in a supernatural God, he has no point of reference to help him make
value decisions. He must make all decisions on the basis of
his own value system, which shifts with his experience. He
sets his own values. "What I think is right for me now is
the right thing to do." The result is a Watergate, attempted assassinations, increase in drug and sexual experimentation.
Elton Trueblood in A Place to Stand writes that men
have always broken laws. That is not new. "What is new is
the acceptance of a creed to the effect that there really is no
objective truth about what human conduct ought to be.
"And if there is no objective right, then there is no possibility of error. Everyone is always right."
And one can conclude that for sucn people shame, sorrow, regret, or repentance are impossible, for sin has
ceased to exist. Not only do all values become relative, but
sensory experience — a reliance on emotions — becomes
very important.
One terrifying aspect of this system of thought is that
Christians unknowingly have become infected. An emotional religious experience divorced from involvement in
serious study, disciplined behavior, and service is attractive to many.
I sense some of this attitude in students and even older
Christians who are willing to commit themselves to anything as "long as they feel good about it" and are having a
"beautiful" experience. "Beautiful" is a much-used word
among such people.
Such persons expect of themselves and of others huge
amounts of tolerance and openness and acceptance of any
and all kinds of behavior, even to unfaithfulness of one's
spouse. "Why get uptight? If the person feels good about
what he is doing, it's okay. Keep thinking of him as a
beautiful person," they say.
Kuhns points out that a candidate for ordination or
seminary faculty infected with a strong view of relativism
can pledge loyalty to a statement of faith one day and
change his view a week later because he "no longer feels
that way about it." And who isn't aware of the church
workers who hesitate to commit themselves to an assignment because the regular discipline of the activity may
deny them the right "to do their own thing" when they feel
like it?
Such an approach to life seems as dependable as a roof
shored up by a wet noodle. Commitment to Christ has
other kinds of support systems, but the price runs high:
"Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. He who
loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world
will keep it for eternal life" (John 12:24-25).
Reprinted from Gospel Herald. Used by permission.

